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Ayacucho Mission 
Inspiring the Youth and forging the future with evidence-based and culturally 

sensitive medical care to the needy with dignity and respect 
 

2017 Mission Report 

 

To my beloved mother, Marcelina Alvizuri de Aranguri (RIP). Her three life enriching teachings: 

“Lend a helping hand to everybody”, “Do your best to achieve your dreams” and, “Love God 

unconditionally” forged the road that has led me to where I’m today.  

To our philanthropic supporters who, with their generous donations able Ayacucho Mission to 

achieve excellence and provide medical and educational services at no cost to a needy population 

To PAMS. Its support to the Mission encourages in all of us the altruism that guides our actions. 

To every volunteer. Their participation motivates us to pursue forward. 

To our families. For supporting our wildest dreams with love and kindness. 

To our Mighty Lord. For allowing us to be part of the Mission.  
 

Ayacucho Mission Leadership Team 

 

Cesar Aranguri, M.D. 

Mission Director 

 

Faisal Khan, MD. Cindy Beisser, MD.   Loretta Rihbany, RN.  Dr. John Billimek 

Surgery Director    Pathology Director   Nursing Director    General Volunteers Director 

                                                

Scope of Services 
 

Year round services coverage, January 1, to December 31 of each year 

Orthopedic SIGN program, Cardiology/Cardiac Devices and Telemedicine 

 

Services available from June 7th to the 20th, 2017 
Medicine, Pediatrics, Cardiology/ Cardiac Devices, General Surgery, Plastic, Head & Neck  

Surgery, Pathology, Radiology, Psychology, Dentistry, and Social Work. 

 

 

 

 



Ayacucho Mission 2017 Team 
                                             

 
 

Places of Service (Four new locations *) 
Ayacucho Regional Hospital 

AcosVinchos Health Center* 

Ocros Health Center* 

Centro de Rehabilitation: Paz y Esperanza, “WASI” 

Ayacucho Orphanage: “Puericultorio Juan Andres Vivanco Amorin”  

Senior Shelter “Hogar de Ancianos, Padre Saturnino” 

Lambayeque Regional Hospital, Chiclayo* 

Hospital Dos de Mayo, Lima* 

  

• Huamanga City, Capital of Ayacucho is located in the South Central Peruvian Andean Region 

at 9,000 feet above sea level. Its population is composed by a significant percentage of native 

impoverished peasants. Ayacucho was the battleground of one of the most brutal, violent and 

bloody guerrilla warfare in Peruvian history suffering the highest civilian casualties of the period. 

The people of Ayacucho witnessed the destruction of its infra-structure leaving a population with 

almost no resources to cover its medical necessities.  

 



Ayacucho Mission. Year Round Hospital Programs  
The Mission continued to provide technical and material support throughout the year to: 

1. Orthopedic SIGN Program, Headed by Dr. Jay Crary in coordination with Dr. Prado of the 

Ayacucho Regional Hospital. The program continues the replacement of the materials and supplies 

utilized during the orthopedic interventions and re-stocking of used supplies as bolts, screws, rods 

and nails. Dr. Steve Mora from California and Dr. Prado operated indigent patients using the 

supplies and equipment.  

2. Cardiac Devices Program, Dr. Aranguri provided assistance in the follow up care throughout 

the year of all devices implanted by the Mission in coordination with Dr. Chuchon, Ayacucho’s 

Cardiologist in charge locally of follow up care since 2003.    

3. Telemedicine. Upgrade of the Telemedicine equipment performed by MAKI, our partner in this 

program that once again provided great support via Dr. Carlos Echevarria, Marissa Hansen and 

Merary Martinez with the assistance of Lilly Vargas and local engineer Wilbert Aguirre to keep 

equipment updated and ensuring proper working of the system and making available Continue 

Medical Education through on-line Conferences from Lima and Argentina.  

 

The Mission, June 7th to the 16th. 

 

“Ocros and Acos Vinchos Outreach Programs” 

The Ayacucho Mission team arrived in Huamanga on June 6th and after a General information 

meeting and assignment of duties launched the Outreach Programs on June 7th.The Mission’s 

“Ocros and Acos Vinchos Outreach Programs” provided care to hundreds of patients via the 

very popular “Medical Brigades”. Each team composed of physicians, nurses, pharmacist, basic 

laboratory, technicians, interpreters and educators traveled every day from our headquarters in 

Huamanga to Ocros and Acos Vinchos, rural communities located 45 miles and 50 miles 

respectively from Huamanga and brought much needed medical care and education to 

communities suffering from limited access to health care. The teams were equipped and staffed to 

provide consultations in the major medical services as Internal Medicine, General Surgery, 

Pediatrics and Mental Health. The teams also bring their own pharmacist with medications and 

basic laboratory tests as well as ability to direct/refer patients to Ayacucho Regional Hospital. The 

work of these teams are the backbone of the surgical patient’s recruitment efforts.  

Selected patients in need of surgical interventions and a relative are provided (at no cost): 

transportation, hosting and daily needs coverage while in Huamanga in addition to the needed 

surgical interventions at the Ayacucho Regional Hospital. The Medical Brigades traveled daily by 

bus to their respective places of work.  

Once again, the Mental Health Team confirmed that in deep rural areas the wounds left by the 

guerrilla warfare of past years are still fresh in their minds with the still unresolved psychological 

trauma and unhealed mental conditions. The team identified and treated patients who still live as 

it were the guerrilla time with fear of being subjected to violence and with the hope of seeing the 

return of their love one that have not being seen for many years. The support and medical 

management by the team became vital to the Mission’s excellence in care. 

 

 

 

 

 



Echocardiogram being performed on a child brought by the Outreach Team 

 

                          
 

Surgical Program at Ayacucho Regional Hospital (ARH)  

All surgical interventions were performed at the ARH by Mission’s surgeons: Drs. Libby Wilson, 

Patricio Polanco, Steve Mora, Shatul Parik hand in hand worked with local surgeons: Drs. 

Munaqui, Mas, and Prado. This extraordinary surgical team had great anesthesiology support by 

Drs. Sam Lo, Dubin Stevin, Rivera and Tenorio in cooperation with circulators, nurses and runners 

that made possible to carry out life changing surgical interventions to dozens of patients of all 

ages. Care was provided from outpatient selection to post op recovery and discharge. The team 

worked in coordination with local surgeons that provided continuity of care after discharge.  

 

Left: Dr. S. Parik, Nurse Loretta Rhibany. Right: Dr. Libby Wilson providing care to 

surgical patients 

 

     
       



 

 

Children after life changing Cleft Palate and cleft lip surgical reconstruction 

 

 
      

 

“Puno, Lambayeque and Cajamarca Outreach Program”. Once again and for the fifth 

consecutive year the Mission unified efforts with Andrea Andrea of “Angels of Charity and Music” 

transporting children from rural communities of Puno to Ayacucho for life changing surgical 

interventions. This year for the first time the Outreach extended to Lambayeque and Cajamarca 

thanks to Mr. Luis Paredes who kindly made arrangements from both places to have children 

transported to Ayacucho. In total 18 children and family members (one accompanying parent per 

child), were transported to Ayacucho to receive their treatment. All accompanying parents were 

hosted and covered their daily necessities while kids stayed at the hospital and upon discharge all 

were safely transported back to their communities. This special program provided reconstructive 

surgery to children from remote communities of the Peruvian Andes. 

 

Andrea Andrea, (ACM) with children from Puno transported for surgery to Ayacucho  

 

                                                   
         



Patients from Lambayeque and Cajamarca arrriving to Ayacucho for surgical interventions. 

Each child with a respective parent. 

 

                        

 
 

Wasi Esperanza Rehabilitation Center Program. Wasi Esperanza Center, the oasis in the heart 

of Ayacucho. A unique Center that provides care, education and rehabilitation to kids with cerebral 

palsy and muscular dystrophy. The Ayacucho Mission continued this year with technical and 

material support. The Telemedicine module installed previously at the center continued to be in 

full use for consultation with Dr. Crary in Washington State. The Mission provided medical exams 

and care to kids affected by muscular dystrophies, cerebral palsies and other pathologies. This 

program continues to grow. This program was possible thanks to the outstanding coordination by 

Emilie Wouters, Ellen Van Hoeydonck, and John Billimek with a determination to provide nothing 

but the best for their patients.  

 

                                                   
 



Educational Programs   

“Helping Babies Breathe” 

Once again this wonderful program coordinated by Patty Rodriguez, and Julieta Aranguri with the 

supervison of Dr. Mickey provided training on techniques to improve survival of newborns of 

complicated deliveries. Tens of attendants received the valuable educational program 

 

                                   
 

Social Programs  
Puericultorio (Orphanage) Andres Vivanco Amorin. The orphanage provides care for 80 

children. Once again the Mission provided medical, dental services and financial support to assist 

in coverage of the orphanage’s needs.  

 

Pharmacist Hector Morales providing big brother love to an orphan girl. Dr. Solon Munoz 

took care of all dental needs at Orphanage, Senior Center and The Brigades 

 

       



Senior Center “Hogar de Ancianos, Padre Saturnino” 
One of the fastest growing populations is the senior population. Ayacucho is not an exception with 

so many of them no having any relatives or support of any kind for daily living needs including 

basic necessities as food, clothing or a roof to live under. The Senior Center provides all three at 

no cost to its residents. Medications, exams and donations were provided by the Mission at no 

charge. Mrs. Julieta Aranguri and Patricia Rodriguez coordinated this program  

 

Seniors receiving very needed foot care 

                         
 

By June 17th more than a thousand (1,000) patients had received evaluations and care and dozens 

of patients received non- locally available life changing surgical interventions. All patients seen 

by the Mission were signed out to the Ayacucho local physicians to ensure a continuity of care.  

 

Cardiac Devices (pacemakers and defibrillators) Program. June 17th to 20th  

On June 17th Ayacucho Mission extended its Cardiology services coverage to Lambayeque, 

Northern Peru and Lima, the Capital City. This highly specialized team was led by Dr. Cesar 

Aranguri and Mr. Anthony Moiseshyn, representing Medtronic -Leader in the world in the 

manufacturing of cardiac devices and donor of all devices implanted-. The team flew to Chiclayo 

and on same day proceeded to implant a pacemaker at the Lambayeque Regional Hospital under 

the coordination of Dr. Hernan Vela and Mr. Luis Paredes. Drs. Henry Vasquez and Alejandro 

Rosario provided access to Lambayeque Regional Hospital where procedures took place 

The following day the team flew to Lima and implanted three (3) pacemakers and two (2) 

implantable cardiac defibrillator (ICD’s) at the Dos de Mayo Hospital under the coordination of 

Dr. Julio Peralta and Pablo Mendoza.  



Drs. Hernan Vela and Cesar Aranguri with Anthony Moiseshyn (Medtronic) in Chiclayo 

about to start a pacemaker implant in the Lambayeque Regional Hospital.  

 

            

 

Mr. Luis Paredes supervising reconstruction of house of a victim of La Nina storm 

(patient seen in Ayacucho and Mr. Paredes kindly stepped in to help) 

                                     



Top: Drs. Pablo Mendoza, Cesar Aranguri and Anthony Moiseshyn (Medtronic) before 

and (below) during a Defibrillator implant at Dos de Mayo Hospital in Lima.  

 

                

 

               

 

 



With Dr. Julio Peralta, Chief of Cardiothoracic Surgery at Dos de Mayo Hospital 

 

                                        

 

 

At end of each program a reunion of all members took place and it was very satisfying to receive 

feedback and suggestions from so many volunteers as well as their commitments to return the 

following year and to extend the Mission’s Services. 

 

LA Care Harbor. November 17th, 2017 

A Medical Campaign services that takes place in Los Angeles providing medical and dental care 

at no cost to the indigent patient population of Los Angeles, California. A small Ayacucho Mission 

team lead by Dr. Aranguri and Patty Rodriguez will be participating as volunteers in this noble 

endeavor.  

 

                                      



Extraordinary Future Mission in Trujillo, Peru. January 2018 

Let me share with you a very special and emotional announcement: Dina J. Aranguri, (my dear 

daughter), has been elected “Reyna de La Marinera” by Club Libertad, Los Angeles Chapter. A 

prestigious honor to represent Los Angeles at the most important event of Marinera in the world 

that will take place in Trujillo, Peru in January 2018. Taking the opportunity to be in Peru Your 

Majesty, Dina J. Aranguri has committed to bring a Reconstructive Surgical and Cardiology teams 

to Trujillo to perform life changing and lifesaving procedures during the “2018 International 

Marinera Festival”. Drs. Libby Wilson and Cesar Aranguri have already committed to participate 

in this extraordinary Ayacucho Mission activity. Coordination taking place thanks to Freddy 

Chiara and Mrs. Mary Alvarillo. 

 

Your Majesty, Dina J. Aranguri. Club Libertad, Los Angeles Chapter Marinera Queen 

 

                                    
 

 

AYACUCHO MISSION JUNE 7th TO 20
th

, 2017 

BY THE NUMBERS 

  

PATIENTS EVALUATED AND TREATED   

INTERNAL MEDICINE 855 

SURGERY     98 

CARDIOLOGY   104 

PEDIATRICS    51 

PSYCHIATRY   22  

TOTAL    1,130  



 

Note of Gratitude 

 

The volunteers’ contributions are so amazing to say the least and, I’d like to express a special 

gratitude to Drs. Faisal Khan, Cindy Beisser, Libby Wilson, Patricio Polanco, Shatul Parik, Steve 

Mora, Sam Lo, and John Billimek; Nurses Loretta Rihbany and Patricia Rodriguez, coordinators 

Raquel Yupanqui, Andrea Andrea, Luis Paredes, and Julieta Aranguri; Ayacucho physicians:  

Medical Director: Dr. John Gonzales and Coordinators Dr. Robinson Mas, Dr. Munaqui and 

Engineer Wilbert Aguirre. Also Ayacucho administrators, nurses, pharmacists and technicians 

who made their best for the Mission to perform under great cooperation. Without the support of 

the Ayacucho Regional Hospital hundreds of patients would have not received the care needed.  

A very special thanks to our outstanding USA Donors that could not come to Ayacucho however, 

did not hesitate to provide their financial, logistic and technical support: Ms. America Tang, Mr. 

and Mrs. John & Theresa Greenwood; Dr. and Mrs. Luis & Mireya Saavedra, Dr. and Mrs. John 

& Cecilia Hernandez,; Mr. and Dr. Carlos Ordonez & Marja Paulino; Dr. and Mrs. Julio and Bertha 

Cruz; Dr. Tomas Sevilla & Ilse Vilchez; Mr. and Mrs. Baldo & Silvia Paseta; Mr. and Mrs. Ivo & 

Mary Paseta; Mr. and Mrs. Ronald & Nelly Borum. Lambayeque and Cajamarca Coordinators: 

Drs. Alejandro Rosario and Hernan Vela for their support in Chiclayo; Drs. Julio Peralta and Pablo 

Mendoza for the great support in Hospital Dos de Mayo in Lima making possible for patients to 

receive lifesaving cardiac devices. My sincere and deepest gratitude to Ms. Lorri Jenkins and Mr. 

Anthony Moiseshyn from Medtronic, World Leader in Cardiac Devices manufacturing that 

donated all cardiac devices implanted during the Mission. Peruvian Air Force General Francisco 

Arrasco and Congressman Cesar Henry Vasquez, thanks to their support tens of kids were 

transported from Puno and northern Peru to Ayacucho.  And, last but not least to all and each one 

of the volunteers that arrived to Ayacucho and performed as health care provider, runner, 

interpreter, transporter, assistant, and in every function created by our necessities that, with their 

enthusiasm, energy and immense desire to provide a helping hand to others made the Mission a 

success. No volunteer received payment from the Mission for their services and nobody feared the 

lack of familiar comforts, or the long hours of traveling to Ayacucho. 

To all, from the bottom of my heart my deepest gratitude and I’ll be looking forward to work 

together again. 

 

Un Fuerte Abrazo, 

 

Cesar Aranguri, MD  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Ayacucho Mission 2017. Our Heroes. Unmatchable Devotion 

 

PHARMACY      

Morales Hector, Pharmacist     

Chu Raymond, Pharmacy Student    

Zhang Joyce, Pharmacy Student    

Powell Rebecca, Pharmacy Student    

Cabrera Nicole, Pharmacy Student         

 

MEDICAL STAFF      

Loh Sam, Physician Anesthesia   

Dubin Stevin, Physician Anesthesiology   

Aranguri Cesar, Physician Cardiology  

Anthony Moiseshyn Medtronic, Cardiac Devices Specialist  

Hemsley Hugh, Physician Emergency   

Tisnado Jaime Physician Radiologist   

Atwood Paula Nurse Practitioner Family Medicine   

Patricio Polanco Physician General Surgery   

Mora Steve Physician Orthopedic Surgery   

Beisser Cynthia Physician Pathology   

Rosser Keren Physician Pediatrics   

Harline Megan Physician Pediatrics   

Richer Michaleen Physician Pediatrics   

Parikh Shatul Physician Head and Neck surgeon   

Wilson Libby Physician Plastic Surgery   

DeAntonio Mark Physician Psychiatry   

Vu Lan Physician Assistant         

         

  

MENTAL HEALTH     

Sopp Kathleen, Licensed Clinical Social Worker  

Billimek John Psychology   

Quinones Ana, Social Worker   

Moghaddam-baird Azin, Behavior consultant       

 

NURSING      

Rihbany Loretta, Registered Nurse Med/Surgery  

Bongolan Charllie, Registered Nurse, ICU, Med/Surgery  

Olivia Urrea, Registered Nurse Surgery  

Aguirre Sabrina, Registered Nurse Surgery  

Stuart Alexandra, Registered Nurse General Surgery  

Irwin Kathryn, Registered Nurse Surgery 

Flores Mejia Reina, Registered Nurse Med/Surgery 

Rodriguez Patty, Registered Nurse   

Quiles Sarah Medical Assistant/Caregiver 

 



 

 

GENERAL VOLUNTEERS     

Fisher Scott, Interpreter   

Fisher Teresa, Interpreter   

Nekolny Brett    

Kean Shannon, Speech language pathologist    

Mettel Kathleen, Speech-Language Pathologist   

Mondragon Claudia  

Richman Susan    

Yang Li    

Putt Sarah Ancillary Medical Staff    

Nava Julio    

Kou Sho    

Nayeri Oveis    

Nayeri Diba    

Pureco Giselle    

Mora Shannon    

Urrea Anna    

Chu David    

Rubin Kasey    

Pernicano-Alebel Sophia    

Taylor Jacob   

Baird Tiana   

Dubin Madelaine   

  

 

 

 

See below for more!! 

 

 

 

 

 

 



A few of the many Unforgettable Memories 

          

                                                                                                                



 

 

   



                 

 

 

                                                               



               


